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Kim Ortenzio-
Nielsen, right,
with Leigh
McCauley, a
Second Mile
program graduate.

Kim Ortenzio-Nielsen

Since 1992, Kim Ortenzio-Nielsen has actively and
graciously shared her time and treasures with The
Second Mile, a statewide nonprofit organization with
nine outreach programs that touch the lives of more than
200,000 Pennsylvania children annually.

Ortenzio-Nielsen, a physician’s assistant and director
of electronic medical records at Annville Family
Practice, has served on the Second Miles Southcentral
Region Board of Directors and on the State Board of
Directors as a valued visionary and leader. Ortenzio-
Nielsens leadership, influence, and hard work are
responsible for bringing many and varied resources to
The Second Mile, allowing the organization to grow and
serve more children.

Thanks to Ortenzio-Nielsen's leadership of the
organizations primary fundraising event, the
Celebration of Excellence has crested the $1 million
mark during her 16 years as event chair—an incredible
result that has brought help and hope to thousands of
local children. Whether she is delivering holiday bags to
children in need or soliciting potential event sponsors,
Ortenzio-Nielsen is a role model for young people and
the community.

The Second Mile is always looking for volunteers to
assist at program events and to help with fundraising
events. Individuals and groups can also host Operation
Mile Marker collection drives for camp supplies and
holiday gifts for Second Mile children. For information,
please call 717.763.4614 or visit www.thesecondmile.org,

Would your organization like
to be in the spotlight?

BusinessWoman maguzine highlights
volunteer opportunities in the Central
Pennsylvania region in “Living Generously.”

If your organization would like to he
considered for an upcoming issue, please email
a 150-word write-up with contact
information and a photo of a noteworthy,
rofessional woman volunteer to
caupp@onlinepub.com.

n this age of manufactured items, it
becomes a challenge to decorate your
home in an authentic way that reflects
your personality. As a result, many

people are digging through the past and

choosing antiques over modern furnishings to
add a unique touch to their dwelling.

Melissa Stetter is an interior designer at York
‘Wallcoverings in York, Pa, and is skilled at
integrating antiques and heirloom pieces into
modern décor. Most of her clients are already in
possession of an antique but aren’t sure how to
blend these older pieces with newer items.

York Wall Coverings has some of the oldest
original patterns in American history. Sample
books were purchased that included patterns
for wallpaper going back to the 1800s, many of
which were originally produced with wood
block techniques.

Stetter explained that “antiques are defined
as pieces of furniture that are 100 years old or
older. Besides the aesthetic qualities of owning a
unique piece, antiques also hold their value
much more than commercially available
furniture. However, given the recent changes,
the term antique has been changed to include
anything made before World War II crafted and
finished with handwork in a period style.”

The value of even the best-quality,
commercially available furniture devalues so
much that in 10 years, even furniture that has
been kept in the best quality would hardly retail
for 10 percent of the original purchase price.
Antiques, by comparison, tend to increase in
value, and will continue to do so as long as they
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Left: 1930s-40s
mahogany table and
shield-back chairs.
(restored).

Below: Traditional
wallpaper with a
French influence from
the Wisteria Collection
complemented by a
Louis XIV mirror and
coordinating
sideboard.

are kept in prime condition.

But this doesn't mean that you shouldn't use
your antique piece of furniture—many of the
handcrafted pieces are more solid and sturdier
than furniture made today. Stetter’s goal is to
create abeautiful room that her clients will want
to live in, not to create a showroom that’s only
purpose is for looking.

1. Always Start With What You Love.

Figure out what your individual style is and
how you would like to incorporate it into your
decorating. Is there a particular period, like Art
Deco, that seems to catch your eye? Or are you
more drawn to the French Provenqal style? Or
maybe you're looking for a way to incorporate
the eclectic pieces of furniture that you've
traveled the world collecting and aren't sure
how to bring it all together and yet still use that
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[image: image2.jpg]Above: Wooden window screens (on wall above bed) are part of a collection, which is
scattered throughout the house, of late 1800s & early 1900s Chinese artifacts salvaged

during the cultural revolution.

heirloom sideboard that's been in your
family for generations.

Stetter believes it's important that
your decorator takes the time to get to
know her clients to determine what
their lifestyle is, how the room will be
used, and what the client wants to
come home to. These personal factors
should be examined before designing a
room. If you're going to incorporate an
antique into your current decorating
yourself, begin with what you love.

2. Decide Whether Or Not The
Antique Will Be Incorporated Into
Your Own Style ...

Incorporating  antiques  into
everyday decorating is actually easier
than it sounds and is what most people
choose to do. Classic wooden antique
pieces in a neutral color can flow
seamlessly between almost any
decorating style and can be used as
anchor pieces for your room or home.

If you're decorating with antique
collectibles, you can bring them into
your current decorating themes by
grouping them together on one shelf or
tabletop. Grouping together items
from the same period can create a focal
point in the room instead of scattering
one’s attention throughout.

3. ... Or, If You Want To Theme Your
Room.

Antiques provide the perfect
inspiration and motivation to take a
room and decorate it from top to
bottom in one particular style.
Theming a room works especially well
if you have a home that was built at the
same time as your antique, and there
are many homes in Central
Pennsylvania that meet this criterion.

But regardless of the architectural
style of your home, you can create a
room with a decidedly antique or
vintage feel without making it seem
out of place. In this case, it works best.
if all of your furniture is from the same
period, which can get costly. However,
if you know that you eventually want a
particular room or home to be
decorated only with antiques, you can
begin by acquiring a piece at a time
with the goal of working toward a
room that is completely decorated with
antiques.

4. Incorporate Wall Coverings Into
Your Décor.

Stetter has worked with clients at all
budget levels, and she has found that
one of the most cost-effective ways to
incorporate antiques into décor is to
use wall coverings. These wall
coverings can include period-themed
wallpaper, paint, or decorative prints
that tie the room together. Changing
up the walls can quickly change the
look and the feel of a room and can tie
in your antique into your decorating
quickly.

5. Decorate Within Your Budget.

This seems like common sense.
However, furniture that is more than
100 years old in prime condition often
comes with a steep price. If it’s within
your price range and you know the
style of furniture youd like, antique
dealers can find exactly what youre
looking for to give your room or home
an antique flaic

But one of the most economical and
fun ways to add antiques to your
decorating is to canvas yard sales, swap
meets, and even the Internet. Yes,

Right: Oak plate
rack with Blue
Delft plate,
Depression-
glass blue
plates, and
cobalt vase.

you'll have to do more digging than if
you went to an antiques dealer, but you
may be able to find unique pieces ata
better price.

If you find that your decorating
budget is getting stretched too thin,
concentrate on buying one piece at a
time instead of looking to replace
everything all at once. Antique desks,
sideboards, or end tables are great

solid pieces to start with that can bring
aroom together.

Once you have a good piece or two,
other small changes can be done to
combine antiques with  other
decorating styles. Adding an area rug
or changing your lamps and fixtures
are quick and cost effective and can
change the look and feel of your room
inno time. 8\
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